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On January 5, 1984, BENTON L. BECKER, Attorne 
at_Law, was interviewed by Special Agent (SA) aaa 
BECKER was apprised of the identity of the interviewing 


agent and the purpose of the interview, and he voluntarity 
provided the following information: 


Becker advised that his office address is 1550 
Madruga Avenue, Suite 215, Coral Gables, Florida, 33146, 
telephone number (305) 662-4099. BECKER resides at 7741 
Southwest 145th Street, Miami, Flordia, 33158, telephone 
number (305) 233-3825. MR. BECKER's date of birth is February 
22, 1938. 


MR. BECKER was questioned about his association 
with the campaign of SAM CHURCH for President of the United 
Mine Workers of America in 1982. BECKER explained that 


in 1974, he was in law practi w firm of Cramer, 
Haber and Becker. BECKER met an active member 
of the Republican Part in 1974, through either 

or who were also active Republicans. 
BECKER has been an acquaintance of since then. 
BECKER stated that he has given free legal 
advice on at least two occasions. One occasion, occurred 


a 


and told BECKER he 


BECKER assisted| | 


problem and 
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BECKER stated that in August, 1977, he left the 
firm of Cramer, Haber and Becker to take a position as 
a Professor of Law with the University of Miami. In that 
position BECKER was free to practice law on his own. BECKER 
left the University of Miami in May, 1982, to become a 
Senior Trial Attorney with the Dade County, Flordia, Prosecuter's 
Office. This position was full time with the provision 
that BECKER not practice law on his own except for matters 
which were already pending when he started working with 
the Dade County Prosecutor's Office. BECKER left the Dade 
County Prosecutor's Office in January, 1983, to open a 
private law firm. 


BECKER stated that approximately one month prior 

to the November 9, 1982, United Mi Wor s' elections, 
he received a telephone call from told 
BECKER that he was running SAM CHURCH's campaign and that 
he had been hired to this position by the Church Campaign 
Committee. BECKER explained that at this time he had never 
heard of SAM CHURCH or| |] BECKER stated that 

indicated to him in a proud way that his involvement 
with the Church Campaign was something very important. 

told BECKER that if he was able to come to Washington, 
D. C., he should stop in and see said that 
he wanted BECKER to meet SAM CHURCH and told BECKER that 
CHURCH or the United Mine Workers could be a good client 
for BECKER sometime in the future. 
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A week or two later, BECKER was in Washington, 
D. C., visiting relatives. He telephoned 
to let him know he was in town and told BECKER to 
come over to the the former Presidential yacht, Sequoia. 


BECKER went to the_yacht and was met there a 

n 2 Sees They discussed SAM CHURCH'S 

campaign and indicated that CHURCH's opponent in the 

campaign, RICHARD TRUMKA, was communist. BECKER stated b6 

that he told at this tıme that he sounded like b7c 
BECKER stated that had with hima 

United Mine Workers' publication which allowed _ each candidate 

eight_pages of campaign of advertisement. 

| showed BECKER the eight pages which were allotted 

to SAM CHURCH and asked BECKER to give his opinion of these 

eight pages. At the time BECKER did not know who the authors 

of this eight page piece were and after reading it he critized 

the CHURCH eight pages because it was poorly written, not 

informative or factual, lacked eye appeal and was 
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of the Deauvılle Hotel in Miami, Flordia, while he was 

at the meeting and he replied that there was not. BECKER 

stated that he left before the meeting ended. BECKER commented 

that he recalls that sometime during CHURCH's campaign 

he received a telephone call from bé 
was ın Miami, Flordia, at that time and he told BECKER b7C 
that he was calling to say hello and he added that he was 

calling from the beach. BECKER noted that the Deauville 

Hotel is_a large hotel on the beach but he does not know 

ee c= a at the Deauville Hotel. 


BECKER stated that there was no mention of the 
United Mine Worker's convention during the meeting at 
hotel suite. 


BECKER stated that [L___| never mentioned to him 
any matters concerning the finance concerning CHURCH's 
Campaign. 
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BECKER stated that he is not aware that any one 
indicated to that strings could be pulled 
in the Department of Justice to help him with his legal 
problem. 


BECKER stated that he never obtained Penthouse 
as a client. BECKER did recall that during his discussions 
with BOB GUCCIONE, one of the legal problems which GUCCIONE 
discussed was his Atlantic City casino which was half completed 
and in need of financing. 


BECKER stated_that on January 4, 1984, he received 
a Relsphéne call fronl ta DECKER that 
he had received a Federal Grand Jury supeona for[ |] 
and BECKER advised[__] to get an attorney. b3 
; b6 
BECKER_turned over to saL___] the documents b7c 
which[ | mailed to BECKER for BECKER's review. 
The documents are the brief of Appellant 
filed in the United States Court of Appeals, Third 
Circuit, the decision of the United States Court of Appeals, 
Third Circuit, a petition for rehearing en banc filed with 
the Third Circuit and a petition for writ of certiorari 
to the United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit. 
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and his conviction was under appeal. told BECKER 


told BECKER that he had 


received 
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was convicted as well. explaıned that his convictıon 
had been upheld by the Court of Appeals and that they were 
awaiting cert. form the Supreme Court. [_ | requested 

that BECKER look at his application for cert. and the previous 
decision of the Court of Appeals. _¥ BECKER agreed to review 
the Court of Appeais decision and application to 

the Supreme Court and he told to mail him the materials. 


After Becker _reviewed the materials, he received 

a telephone call from and they arranged to meet for 
breakfast at Pumpernicks in Miami, Flordia. BECKER told 

that he felt that his application to the Supreme 
Court was well written. thanked BECKER and said b6 
that he wanted BECKER to meet GUCCIONE. [J indicated b7c 
that he spoke to GUCCIONE about BECKER. BECKER agreed 
to meet GUCCIONE and fixed a date about a week later in 
New York City. BECKER explained that this occurred sometime 
after January 1, 1983. BECKER stated that he went_to the 
Penthouse office in New_York where he was met by 

At this time[____] introduced BECKER to BOB GUCCIONE. 

GUCCIONE asked to speak with BECKER ın private in his office. 
BECKER told GUCCIONE that he was considering opening a 
law firm and GUCCIONE said that he had a need for a more 
efficient legal operation for Penthouse. GUCCIONE asked 
BECKER 1£ he would consider moving to New York to handle 
this operation and BECKER replied that he would not. BECKER 
did, however, offer to take Penthouse as a client. GUCCIONE 
indicated to BECKER that Penthouse was a complex organization 
which included a non-profit medical subsidary ın California, 
and a planned Penthouse cable network. BECKER was encouraged 
by the meeting and felt that he had a reasonable chance 
of obtaining Penthouse as a client for the law practice 
which he planned to open. He and GUCCIONE set a date to 
meet again two weeks later. 


At the next meeting with GUCCIONE, in GUCCIONE's b6 
home, and were b7C 
also present. BECKER and GUCCIONE again talked ın prıvate 
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and GUCCIONE asked BECKER what the chance was of 

winning his appeal for his conviction. BECKER and GUCCIONE 
then discussed[___| case. BECKER stated that he feels 
that GUCCIONE asked him about[__—icase as a matter 

of friendship to and that from the discussion GUCCIONE 
appearently did not know the details of the case. 


BECKER advised that during the two meetings with 
GUCCIONE he noticed that[__] acted very respectful to 


GUCCIONE. BECKER later found_out that became 
angry when he found out that had introduced BECKER 
to GUCCIONE. Apparently felt that he should have 


been the person who introduced BECKER to GUCCIONE. 


vening of the second meeting, BECKER, 
n along with two ladies who accompanied 
and went out to dinner. Approximately two weeks ~ 


later (late January, 1983, or early February, 1983,) 
telephoned BECKER. BECKER anal hed dinner together 
in Flordia that night. During dinner[___]told BECKER 
that ]hħaa flown to New York just prior to the 
United Mine Workers' election in 1982, and asked 
to cash checks amounting to approximately $15,000. 
told BECKER_that the checks were dishonored (non sufficient 
funds) and said that someone was playing games because 
the bank took a month to dishonor the checks. said 
that[ _] dia the same thin 
stated that he was angry at especially because BOB 
GUCCIONE had given the CHURCH campaign advertising tıme 
which Penthouse had purchased, and rs peer Ee 

had recommended that GUCCIONE give this advertising 
time to the CHURCH campaign. [| stated that [__] woula 
not return any of his telephone calls. 


BECKER ted that he never mentioned the dishonored 
checks, which had discussed, tol. isd BECKER 
felt that had been deceitful toward him and 
that introduced him_to and 
GUCCIONE and then had "screwed" BECKER 


was concerned that and GUCCIONE would think 
the same of him as they did of since it was 
who had introduced BECKER to them. 


BECKER stated that[___ | never mentioned to him 


that he contributed any money other than money to cash 
checks, to CHURCH's campaign. BECKER stated that 
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told him that he, Jana GUCCIONE believedl_i| b6 
story that CHURCH's opponent was a communist and b7C 
that that is one of the reasons they assısted in CHURCH's 


campaign. 


BECKER stated that he never accepted a fee from 
in return for the legal advice which he provided 
BECKER stated that he explicitly told] that 
while working as a prosecutor for Dade County he could 
not practice law in therefore he could not perform any 
actual legal work for 
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BECKER stated| that on a Saturday, approximately 
three weeks after the United Mine Workers' election, he 
came to Washington, D. C. At this time CHURCH had alread 
been defeated in the United Mine Workers' election. 
telephoned BECKER and told BECKER that he had turned up 
a case of election fraud and he was going to attempt to 
have the election over-turned. LT askea BECKER to meet 
and BECKER agreed to meet[___| the following morning at 
a hotel near Dupont Circle in Washington, D. C. At breakfast 
the following morning[___] told BECKER that he felt that 
CHURCH lost the election because of voter fraud and he 
gave BECKER a copy of the United Mine Workers' constitution 
specifically showing him the election section. [ |] then 
asked BECKER to come upstairs to his suite in the hotel b6 
and dıscuss the matter further. BECKER accompanied[__] b7c 
to his suite and when he arrived in this suite he found 
that the suite was filled with approximately thirty people 
includingi sd SAM CHURCH was not there when 
BECKER arrived, however, CHURCH arrived later. The other 
individuals were CHURCH campaign supporters. BECKER stated 
that the meeting turned into a "bull session". Eventually 
stood up, called the group to order, and told 
them about the procedures for contesting a union election. 
who was sitting across the room from BECKER, © 
shouted out that the running mate of RICHARD TRUMKA, SAM 
CHURCH's opponent, had been indicted in Virginia. 
said that the indictment was a sealed indictment which 
would become public in a couple of weeks. BECKER told 


that sealed indictments were v unusal and he asked 
how long it had been sealed. replied that 
he did not know and BECKER concluded cath statement 


was "bull shit". BECKER was asked if there was any discussion 
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boring. At this tım,|[ sd became very defensive 
and indicated to BECKER that he wrote this piece. Shortly 
afterward SAM CHURCH JR. came aboard the Sequoia and BENTON 
BECKER was introduced to him. The rest of the meeting 
consisted of a discussion of the scheduling of the balance 
of CHURCH's campaign. BECKER recalled that some other 
people who he did not know also came aboard the boat. 

He recalled one individual involved in the discussion was 

a white male, short, heavy set with a beard, and approximately 
50 years old. BECKER advised that this individual was 

much shorter than SAM CHURCH whom he described as tall 

and heavy set. 


A few weeks later,L__————C ] te ephoned BENTON 


BECKER and told him that_there was an individual whom he 

wanted BECKER to meet. [___]described the individual as 

a man who knows "everybody". [|] stated that this individual 

had a friend who also knew many important people and 

stated that the individual and his friend were assisting b6 
in CHURCH's campaign. BECKER advised[___] that he b7C 

was planning to travel_to Washington, D. C., within the 

next several days and said that the two individuals 

whom he wanted BECKER to meet would_also be ın Washington, 

D. C. BECKER agreed to telephone [___| when he arrived 

in A ape D. C., to set up a meeting. BECKER commented 
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that never mentioned the two individual's names while 


ee on the aa SS these two individuals were 


Several days_later BECKER traveled to Washington 
and telephoned He then went_to 
Washington, D. C., office where 
who was accordin 


D. Gej 


ıntroduced 


also ıntroduced 
BECKER to began telling BECKER 

how poorly Penthouse Magazıne was represented legally and 

he offered to introduce BECKER to BOB GUCCIONE, President 

of Penthouse Magazine. [id talked at length about 

the various_problems Penthouse Magazine was experiencing 

and while i was talking isa] continually nodded 

ın agreement and indicated that he was also aware of Penthouse's 


poor representation. indicated that perhaps BECKER 
could receive some legal work from Penthouse Magazine. 


After the discussion in office, l bE 
the = went to dinner. At dinner told BECKER b7C 


that had recently been convicted ın Federal Court 
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